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European countries of altering the permanent conditions of
their lives." Yet he observes further on that " a discontent
with existing circumstances is the chief source of a desire
to improve them, and this desire is the mainspring of pro-
gress, of progress not only in material but in moral and
spiritual conditions, The rdle of ' Divine Discontent' is
one we cannot afford to do without.1' This latter opinion
may be admitted, but we may doubt whether the discontent
which is so chaiacteristic of the West has much of the divine
about it.

All the characteristics of the East and the West are
only varying manifestations of a common heredity, educa-
tion, and environment, It has been remarked that a study
of the climate and the geographical position of any country
enables us to answer almost every question bearing on the
people of that country, and there is a great amount of truth
in that statement. Purely Eastern society Is anti-demo-
cratic, ceremonious, polite, and not uncommonly effeminate
and mentally inactive. The people have a tendency to con-
sider quietude of mind and body as the highest bliss, They
are, for the most part, fatalistic, sober, dignified, and unmind-
ful of the value of time, and in thought and action they are
highly conservative, Eastern nations were and still, for the
most part, are governed on autocratic principles, sanctioned
by religion under the power of a single ruler. Still almost
without exception they exhibit a strong communistic ten-
dency in their administration which makes life easier to
the individual, although at the same time it tends to dis-
courage progressive emancipation and personal development

The distinctive feature of Western civilisation as distin-
guished from Eastern has been its individualism, Especially
in our modern social system great stress is laid on the
virtues that constitute efficiency and lead to self-regarding
success. This emphasis has been prominent in the whole
course of Western civilisation, but it is specially marked in
an industrial democracy, such as that of Great Britain or the
United States of America. It differentiates our ethical and